
Paris MoU after 40 years

Maarten Vlag
Secretary 





Paris MoU – the movie

https://www.parismou.org/about-us/organisation
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 Mission achieved?
 Still needed?
 Adjustments to White/Grey/Black List?
 Adjustments to Ship Risk Profile?



Paris MoU – Role EC and EMSA 



Paris MoU – Challenges & developments

 Increase in regulation
 Availability of port State control officers
 Training of PSCOs
 Digitisation
 Port State control panacea for everything?
 Limiting port State control possibilities
 Port State control on fishing vessels
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Paris MoU – Availability of PSCOs



Paris MoU – Training of PSCOs

NATIONAL 
AUTHORITY

EMSA PARIS MOU 
SECRETARIAT

PSCO
 Regulatory framework – IMO & ILO Conventions
 Paris MoU Procedures
 Code of good conduct



Paris MoU – Digitisation

Digital seafarers’ CoCs

Digital ship certificates

Sharing certificate data

Digital logbooks

Digital record of rest hours

Virtual inspections
Autonomous shipping

Overarching webservice
PSC regimes

Different competencies
PSCOs

Information analysis

Cyber security



Paris MoU – PSC panacea for everything?

SHIPOWNER 
RESPONSIBILITIES

FLAG STATE 
DUTIES
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ORGANIZATION 
RESPONSIBILITIES



Paris MoU – Limiting PSC possibilities

 BALLAST WATER MANAGEMENT CONVENTION

Article 9 Inspection of Ships

1 A ship to which this Convention applies may, in any port or offshore
terminal of another Party, be subject to inspection by officers duly authorized
by that Party for the purpose of determining whether the ship is in compliance
with this Convention. Except as provided in paragraph 2 of this Article, any
such inspection is limited to:
(a) verifying that there is onboard a valid Certificate, which, if valid shall be

accepted; and
(b) inspection of the Ballast Water record book, and/or
(c) a sampling of the ship's Ballast Water, carried out in accordance with the

guidelines to be developed by the Organization. However, the time
required to analyse the samples shall not be used as a basis for unduly
delaying the operation, movement or departure of the ship.



Paris MoU – PSC on fishing vessels

 Cape Town Agreement
 Domestic vs international
 IMO number
 Impact on Paris MoU



Paris MOU on Port State Control

Paris MoU ‘Relevant instruments’

17

Working and living 
conditions
• MLC, 2006
• (STCW)

Other
• Protocol to Civil Liability for Oil 

Pollution Damage, 1992
• Civil Liability for Bunker Oil 

Pollution Damage, 2001
• Nairobi Convention



18

............................................................................................
Paris MoU on Port State Control
P.O. Box 16191 | 2500 BD | The Hague
Tel.: +31 70 456 1508

secretariat@parismou.org
............................................................................................
VISITING ADDRESS IS:
RIJNSTRAAT 8, 2515XP THE HAGUE
............................................................................................
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