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The process in a nutshell
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A process at Sea Basin scale, under the responsability of 
coordinating prefects (French state representatives)

Localisation des façades 
Source:  Ministère de la Mer
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A process at Sea Basin scale, under the responsability of 
coordinating prefects (French state representatives)
A legally binding document in 4 . parts /

3. MODALITÉS

D’ÉVALUATION

DE LA MISE EN

ŒUVRE DU

DOCUMENT

STRATÉGIQUE

The legal basis forthe sea basin 
strategydocument, described in Article 
L. 219-4 of the French Environmental 
Code, is as follows: 
• at sea, plans, programs, schemes 

and projects for works, structures 
and developments for which impact 
studies are required shall be 
compatible (or be rendered 
compatible) with the objectives and 
provisions of the sea basin strategy 
document. Compatibility implies 
not departing from the basic 
orientations, in this case the 
strategic objectives and designated 
uses map, while allowing some 
flexibility in terms ofspecifying their 
application. 

• on land but with an influence at 
sea, they shall take the objectives 
and provisions of the sea basin 
strategy document into 
consideration; specifically,they are 
subjectto the compatibility 
requirement, with concessions 
possible where justified. 

MSFD and MSPD are not applicable in 
overseas territories
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Timeline

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Preliminary
consultation 
on Sea Basin 
Strategy

Online 
consultati
on on Sea
Basin 
Strategy

Synthesis
of work
carried
out and 
presentat
ion/works
hops with
SBC

Online 
consultati
on on the 
oprational
part of 
the Sea
Basin 
Strategy

Strategic part 
endorsement by the sea

basin coordinating
prefects

Endorsement of the 
monitoring program by 

the sea basin  
coordinating prefects

Endorsement of the action plan and 
additional strategic targets by the sea

basin coordinating prefects

Work with Sea Basin 
Council (SBC)

Work with Sea Basin 
Council (SBC)

Public and 
institution 

opinion 
took into
account

Public and 
institution 

opinion 
took into
account

Strategic phase Operational phase
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Strategic phase 
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Stake
analysis / 
Interaction 
assessment
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Strategic 
Objectives

Environmental (MSFD)

Socio-Economic
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Vocation 
Map
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Operational phase 
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Action Plan
Concreate and operational actions to progress toward strategic objectives 
achievement – At Sea Basin or vocation zone scale

93 actions
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59 34

Environmental
actions on coastal
and offshore areas

Socio-Economic actions 
aiming at fostering

maritime territories’ 
competitiveness and 

reducing their
ecological impacts
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Focus on the Mediterranean action plan

6 chapters, 6 universes
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Mediterranean Sea Basin action plan

Representative actions

 Implementing the Mediterranean strategy for the
management of ships’ moorings

 Develop and implement a sustainable cruise
management strategy in the Mediterranean
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Mediterranean Sea Basin action plan

Representative actions

 Capitalising and realeasing knowledge about
offshore windfarms and their environmental
impacts

 Deploy a competitive, sustainable and structured
"commercial floating wind" sector
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Focus : MSP v/ multi-years Energy planning

XX/XX/XXXX15

Horizontal process v/ vertical Confrontation of priorities

- Marine renewable energies : a high 
level ambition…

- … challenging other mobile activities

- … addressing environment issues 
(biodiversity, birds etc)

The need of unified processes

- Time synchronization

- Unified public consultation / debate
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